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means by which its will might be thwarted by invoking the
omnipotent names of certain angels.1 Here again, however,
we have to confess our ignorance. Nevertheless, we may
regard it as probable that they practically dispensed with fate,
or elfiaoiLtsv^ just as Paul managed to ignore the implications
of predestination in order to safeguard moral obligation and
individual responsibility.

Angelology, to which allusion has been made in the preceding
paragraph, occupied a due place in the beliefs and sacred books
of the Essenes.2 In all likelihood, it incorporated a large
number of current Palestinian ideas on the subject of good and
evil spirits, but they belonged to a different circle of ideas from
those usually held by the Jews, Their angelology was, no
doubt, an integral part of a cosmology, dominated by specula-
tions concerning God and His name, the divine essence, and the
creation of the world, visible and invisible.3 We may take it
that it assumed the form of a kind of theory of cosmic powers.
Here, of course, we touch upon a point of cardinal importance,
and it is unfortunate that our understanding of it is so imperfect.

Josephus asserts that, among other duties undertaken by
initiates, they were pledged to guard the sacred writings of the
sect, and the names of the angels.41 This may refer to certain
prescribed formulae of invocation or adjuration by the names
of angels, and may be compared with those " elements of the
world " (oioi^Bla rov HOO^OV) which were also cosmic angels
whose worship among the Galatians and Colossians caused
Paul so much anxiety.5

Josephus represents the Essenes as awaiting the rising of
the sun in an attitude of religious devotion, and as addressing
to it certain traditional prayers (na^Qiov^ bi rivac, elg avrov
sv%d<;) as if to hasten its appearance (wanzg ixezevovreg avarsdai).*

This is extremely interesting : Schurer, however, remarks 7
that it is not an act of worship, but rather of invocation pure
and simple. It may be so : nevertheless, it should be observed
that such invocation, standing thus alone and by itself, surely
presupposes that in the belief of the people concerned the sun
was not merely the luminary of day, but a conscious cosmic

1 This is what Reitzenstein (Poimandres, 75) believes, but I can find
no reference which would justify his opinion.

* Jos.s B.J., ii, 8.                                             * CCLXXX, 172 ff.

4 J3.J., ii, 8.    I may point out, without offering an explanation, the
fact that Pkilosophumena, ix, 24, which follows Josephus so closely in the
main, omits all mention of this recommendation concerning the Books and
the angelic names.

5 GaL iv. 3 and 9 ;   Col. ii. 8 and 20.

6 B.J., ii, 8, 5.                                                 ? LXXV, ii, 571.